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Unconditional Love, Here and Above

By Flo Hubbs, director of PFOX

A t Easter, we celebrate not only
Jesus’ resurrection but also His
unconditional love.

We are thankful that He is risen! In
doing so, He offers us eternal life in Him.
Accepting His forgiveness, we walk in a
closer relationship with God, looking to
an eventual reunion in Heaven.

Yet, many believing parents also
are grieving over children and other
loved ones’ embrace of an identity and
behavior at odds with God’s natural
creation of male and female.

Some of the emotions and reactions
that parents may experience are denial,
anger, bargaining with God, bargaining
with the loved one, depression, and
shame. Common questions are: Who is
to blame? What went wrong? Why has
this happened to our family? What do
we do now?

When parents first hear the news
about their child embracing an LGBT+
identity, they find it hard to surrender
their child to God. Parents naturally
want to steer their children away from
what is harmful and toward a healthy
sexual identity. But, as hard as it is,
parents might want to ask themselves
this question: What things do we have
a difficult time letting go?

God has unconditional love for each
of us and loves each child more than any
human parent can. It might be time to
lay down your dreams and expectations
for your child and let God work His will.

.

This doesn’t mean doing nothing.
Prayer is paramount. You can also write
your child a love letter, stating five or
more things you love about him or her.
This will help show your unconditional
love. It may be tough sledding to keep
the communication lines open and
flowing but remember: God can use even
sorrow and suffering as a pathway to
peace with Him.
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As a parent facing what has
happened, it is better to ask, “What now
Lord?” rather than “Why me Lord?”
Allow God to move in you with His
unconditional love.

During a Support Group meeting
a while back, a stepfather made this
comment: “My father-in-law said, ‘it
would be hard to let that boy put his feet
under the same table as me!”
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The stepfather replied, “He and his
partner are welcome to eat with us. They
have come to respect our boundaries.
We respect and understand that we
cannot control his decisions. God wants
us to show His love!”” The parents had
discussed public displays of affection
with the son as well as their daughter
and the guidelines were the same.

In some families, separation has
grown as the adult child issues an
ultimatum, such as, “Don’t tell us how
to live. Accept me and my partner!”

The deep grief and heartbreak that
these parents feel is real. But God'’s
unconditional love can heal their
wounds. As denial and grief is shared
with a trustworthy support group,
healing through Christ begins. The PFOX
Board is praying that your church body
will be a place filled with God’s grace
and people who can come alongside,
listen and pray for your family.
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